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Land Use and Development

Our firm has an active practice involving land use and related local
government issues. Hugo Blankingship and Sarah Hall started the
firm's practice over 35 years ago and the firm remains actively
involved in this area of the law.

We have extensive experience in advising clients and negotiating with various local governments in Northern
Virginia, especially Fairfax County. We are able to suggest a wide range of other professionals to assist clients
with the land use process such as engineers, transportation consultants, architects, land planners, and
surveyors.

Our land use and development practice involves rezonings, special use permits, special exceptions, variance
requests, and resolution of issues relating to subdivision and site plan approvals. We have a particularly active
practice in representing churches and other institutional uses.

Representative Cases

e Rezoned a large parcel of undeveloped property in Fairfax County and obtained two special exceptions to
permit development of an assisted living center and senior citizen residential facility.

¢ Obtained many special permits for construction or expansion of church facilities.

e Perform zoning surveys as part of real estate investment trust's due diligence study of potential shopping
center purchases.

¢ Obtained special exceptions for a number of commercial uses, including animal hospitals, concrete plants,
health clubs, banks with drive-through windows, and service stations.

¢ Rezoned a commercial property to permit its redevelopment as an approximately 300,000 square foot office
complex.

¢ Obtained amendments to Plans and Master Plans to permit later rezoning.
¢ Challenge downzoning of commercial properties.
e Monitor rezoning of properties in vicinity of clients' properties.
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Related Cases

¢ Represented Developer in Enforcing Special Use Permit Conditions Against National Homebuilder

¢ Secured favorable settlement terms for a client in a land use dispute involving a contested easement and
ongoing neighbor encroachment.

¢ Land Use Win Securing Permit Approval for an Ethiopian Orthodox Church.

News & Insights

¢ Blankingship & Keith Named Among 2026 “Best Law Firms” by Best Lawyers®

e Thirty Blankingship & Keith Attorneys Recognized in the 2026 Editions of Best Lawyers in America® and
Best Lawyers: Ones to Watch®

¢ Blankingship & Keith, P.C. Receives National and Regional Recognition in Best Lawyers® 2025 "Best Law
Firms"

¢ Eleven Blankingship & Keith Attorneys Recognized as Top Attorneys in Arlington Magazine's 2024 List
e Twenty-Seven Blankingship & Keith Attorneys Shine in the 2025 Edition of Best Lawyers in America

e Twenty Blankingship & Keith, P.C. Attorneys Named Virginia Super Lawyers and Rising Stars for 2024
¢ Blankingship & Keith PC Welcomes James R. Meizanis, Jr. as Newest Principal

¢ Blankingship & Keith Attorneys Shine as "Legal Elite" in Virginia Business Magazine's 2023 Rankings
¢ Thirteen Blankingship & Keith Attorneys Recognized as Top Attorneys by Arlington Magazine

¢ Principal Gifford Hampshire Quoted in Washington Post Article

¢ 20 Blankingship & Keith Attorneys Named “Legal Elite” by Virginia Business Magazine

¢ Thirteen Blankingship & Keith Attorneys Named 2022 Top Attorneys by Arlington Magazine
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